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Mother of God Monastery Cemetery,  

Watertown, Codington County, South Dakota 
Location: 

GPS Coordinates (Degrees, Minutes, Seconds) – 

Directions: 

Cemetery contact or sextant: ______________________ 

Copyright © by Watertown Regional Genealogical Society, 2006.   

This file may be freely copied by individuals and non-profit organizations for their private use and may not be used 

for commercial purposes.  Any other use, including publication, storage in a retrieval system, or transmission by 

electronic, mechanical, or other means requires the written approval of the file's author.  While the information 

presented here is accurate to our knowledge, no guarantee of accuracy is implied. 

The scope of this Codington County Cemetery Census Project is to provide an accurate and complete census of all 

of the rural cemeteries and individual burials in Codington County, South Dakota.  It includes all known burials in 

the county with the exception of the two large Watertown cemeteries, Mount Hope and St. Mary's Catholic.  

 Records have been researched at the cemeteries, cross-referenced with courthouse records, and the cemeteries 

walked.  

We extend a heartfelt thank you to Merva Carlson for her tireless efforts toward compiling this 

information.  The project has been largely hers.  Merva has devoted hundreds of hours to make this census 

the most complete and accurate cemetery census ever done in Codington County.  This project would never 

have been completed without her dogged determination and attention to detail.  We wish to also thank 

Delores Hartley, Marge Bunde, and Erland Carlson for their assistance.    

Watertown Regional Genealogical Society, c/o Watertown Regional Library, 611 B Ave NE, Watertown, 

South Dakota 57201 

Key:  

� Sec = Section ; Bk = Block; Lt=Lot; Gr=Grave  

Under the Comments section: 

� Relationships;  
� AKA or Nickname = "____"; 

� Age = Year, Month, Day;  

� Epitaphs in "____": 

� COD = Cause of Death, as listed in the death record or word of mouth. 

� NBC = No burial card listed at the County Court House. 

� BC = Burial Card at the County Court House 

� DR = Death Record present in County Court House with book/page/line number, etc. 

� NDR = No death record present at County Court House 

� M = Marker present in cemetery 

� NM = No marker present in cemetery 

� b. = birthplace 

� d. = place of death 

� p. = parents 

� w. = wife 

� h. = husband 
� f. = father 
� m. = mother 
� Maiden name in (____) 
� Military information found on burial card at the County Court House or on marker in cemetery 
� MB = Marriage Book 
� WPO = Watertown Public Opinion - Newspaper 

  

Major Sources (but not limited to): 

� Watertown Public Opinion 

� Codington County Death Records 
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Erland Carlson Photo 

� Codington County Death Records – No death records are at the Codington County Courthouse before July 

1905 

� The First 100 Years – Codington County 1879-1979 (History of Codington County) 

� Church Records 

� Pictorial History of Codington County, South Dakota 

� Word of mouth:  Noted as such in comment section. 
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Aschwanden Catherine  Urban 07/18/1905 12/23/1986 12/26/1986 2 11  DR# 16529; age-81; d. MOG Priory; COD-

myocardial failure, advanced arteriosclerosis, 

hyperthyroidism, multiple cerebral thromboses; b. 

Unterwalden, Switzerland; domestic work, 

laundress; p. Alois Aschwanden & Marie 

(Yauch);  M 

Bessler Josepha  Melania 11/03/1891 08/10/1988 08/13/1988 2 14  DR# 16891; age-96; d. MOG Priory; COD-

probable urosepsis, chronic urinary tract 

infections, sick sinus syndrome with pacemaker 

insertion in 1987; b. Weitman, Bavaria, 

Germany; nurse, nursing instructor, Director of 

St. Mary’s School of Nursing, Pierre, Hughes 

Co., SD; p. Martin Bessler & Krescentia (Prinz); 

M 

Bichler Anna Mary Consolata 05/12/1902 01/08/2000 01/12/2000 3 16  DR# 19856; BP# 11937; age-97; d. Prairie Lakes 

Care Center, Watertown, SD; COD-unknown, 

contributing factors-congestive heart failure, 

arteriosclerotic heart disease; religious sister, 

seamstress; b. Strasburg, Emmons Co., ND; p. 

Benedict Bichler & Johanna (Reinbold);  M 

Bierschbach Anna Helen Rosemarie 01/19/1907 05/10/1962 06/17/1968 1 1  NDR; BP# 5296; age-55; d. Pierre, Hughes Co., 

SD; COD-metastatic carcinoma of liver, 

adenocarcinoma sigmoid colon; b. Webster, Day 

Co., SD; teacher, hospital administrator, first 

prioress (rel. Superior) of Mother of God 

Monastery, Watertown, SD; M 

Bierschbach Dorothy Francis Vivian 03/05/1905 09/02/2001 09/05/2001 3 11  DR# 20242; BP# 12303; age-96; d. Prairie Lakes 

Health Care Center, Watertown, SD; COD-

perforated ulcer, senile dementia; religious sister, 

teacher, hospital administrator, business manager 

& treasurer of monastery;  b. .near Webster, Day 

Co., SD; p. Anton  Bierschbach, Sr. &Gertrude 

(Casper);  M 

Blais Anna Marie Maureen 10/20/1921 07/12/2005 07/16/2005 5 22  BP# 11190;  age-83; d. Prairie Lakes Hospital, 

Watertown, SD; COD-heart attack; nurse aide, 
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home care for elderly, seamstress; b. farm near 

Henry, SD; p. Henry L. & Amelia (Krier) Blais; 

M  

Borer Seraphina  Mary 

Bede 

06/02/1893 03/09/1981 03/11/1981 2 8  DR# 15113; age-87; d. MOG Priory; COD-

ventricullar fibrillation, metastatic carcinoma of 

colon; b. Kleinlutzel, Switzerland; baker; p. Urs 

Victor Borer & Carolina (Lutz);   M 

Bosch Margaret  Marcia 08/06/1923 08/11/2005 08/16/2005 5 23  BP#11760;  age-82; d. Watertown, SD; COD-

injuries resulting from two vehicle-accident at 

intersection south Hwy 81 & 28
th

 Ave. SE 

(Harmony Hill Road), Watertown, SD; b. Linton, 

Emmons Co., ND; p. Fred & Dorothy 

(Schweitzer) Bosch; founding member of Mother 

of God Monastery Pierre, now Watertown; 

elementary education teacher/administrator; M 

Braun Francis Eva Mary 08/29/1934 02/04/1997 04/26/1997 1 11  NDR; BP# 11369;age-62; d. St. Luke’s MRMC, 

Aberdeen, Brown Co., SD;  b. Ipswich, Edmunds 

Co., SD; musician, teacher, school administrator, 

missionary in Guatemala;   M 

Brigger Ida Maria Sophie 01/21/1908 12/09/1992 12/12/1992 3 5  DR# 17940; BP# 10452; age-84; d. MOG Priory; 

COD-arteriosclerotic heart disaese; b. Grachen, 

Switzerland; parochial elementary teacher, 

librarian; p. Viktor Brigger & Maria (Perren); M 

Dilger Margaret  Camilla 12/22/1901 08/19/2002 08/23/2002 3 10  NDR; BP# 12498; age-100; d. Maryhouse 

Nursing Home, Pierre, Hughes Co., SD; managed 

school farm at Zell, SD, domestic work; b. 

Richardton, Stark Co., ND;  M 

Dillman Rose  Scholastica 08/20/1927 12/24/1975 12/29/1975 2 4  DR# 13808; age-48; d. St. Ann Hospital, 

Watertown, SD; COD-metastatic adenocarcinoma 

breast; b. Selfridge, Sioux Co., ND; elementary 

teacher; p. Frank Dillman & Elizabeth (Liengang) 

M 

Ehresman Eve  Edith 10/06/1925 11/17/1986 11/21/1986 2 10  NDR; BP# 9152; d. Sacred Heart Hospital, 

Yankton, SD; killed in car accident; b. Dickinson, 

Stark Co., ND; teacher; (twin brother, Adam); M 

Fitterer Anna  Damian 06/20/1925 10/14/1998 10/20/1998 1 15  NDR; BP#  11697; age-73; d. Maryhouse, Pierre, 

Hughes Co., SD; b. Glen Ullin, Morton Co., ND; 

domestic work; COD-Alzheimer’s disease;  M 
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Fleck Amalia  Mary 

Joseph 

03/12/1892 03/20/1963 06/17/1968 1 3  NDR; BP# 5298; age-70; d. Pierre, Hughes Co., 

SD; COD-metastatic carcinoma of uterus; b. 

Richardton, Stark Co., ND; music teacher;  M 

Friedt Isabella  Sylvester 01/04/1914 07/10/2000 07/14/2000 3 15  NDR; BP# 12058; age-86; d. Maryhouse Nursing 

Center, Pierre, Hughes Co., SD; b. Mott, 

Hettinger Co., ND; baker & cook;  M 

Geck Rose  Loyola 06/24/1897 02/11/1992 02/14/1992 3 2  DR# 17733; BP# 10263; age-94; d. MOG Priory; 

COD-congestive heart failure, hypertensive heart 

disease, non-insulin dependent diabetes mellitus; 

b. Haymarsh, ND; elementary and high school 

classroom & music teacher; p. Joseph Geck & 

Catherine (Rabung);    M 

Gross Catherine  Remigia 06/13/1896 08/14/1975 08/16/1975 2 3  DR#13707; BP# 6836; age-79; d. St. Ann 

Hospital, Watertown, SD; COD-cerebral 

hemorrhage, arteriosclerosis, chronic brain 

syndrome; b. Aberdeen, Brown Co., SD; nurse;  

p. John Gross & Margaret (Zahn);  M 

Haag Regina  Regina 03/06/1935 05/26/2001 06/02/2001 3 12  DR# 20172; BP# 12234; age-66; d. MOG Priory; 

b. Antelope, ND; teacher, pastoral care in 

hospital/nursing home; COD-pancreatic cancer; 

p. Fridolin Haag & Wilhelmina Haag; M 

Heil Ottilia P. Clete 04/04/1912 01/24/1984 01/27/1984 1 9  DR# 15824; age-71; d. MOG Priory, COD-

cardiopulmonary arrest, non Hodgkin’s 

lymphoma; b. Richardton, Stark Co., ND; baker 

& food service supervisor; p. Marcus Heil & 

Anna (Bleier);   M 

Heinert Genevieve Therese Genevieve 09/19/1932 12/27/1996 04/26/1997 1 10  NDR; BP# 11370; age-64; d. Dickinson, Stark 

Co., ND; b. Taylor, Stark Co., ND; teacher & 

administrator; COD-heart failure;  M 

Hellman Pauline  Austin 11/25/1916 04/22/2003 04/28/2003 3 20  NDR; BP# 12620; age-86; d. Maryhouse, Pierre, 

Hughes Co., SD;  b. Glen Ullin, Morton Co., ND; 

teacher;   M 

Hericks Regina  Catherine Pauline 06/14/1918 10/18/2005 10/24/2005 5 25  BP# 13078; age-87; d. Nursing Home, Pierre, 

SD; p. Henry & Magdalena (Meyer) Hericks; 

registered nurse, supervisor, teaching, Public 

Health System;  M 

Herzog Maria  Michael 02/28/1884 07/07/1965 06/17/1968 1 4  NDR; BP# 5299; age-81; d. Pierre, Hughes Co., 

SD; COD-cerebral thrombosis, arteriosclerosis;b. 
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Wuerttemburg, Germany; nurse; COD-heart 

failure;  M 

Hoff Ida Eleanor Agatha 12/23/1904 08/02/1997 08/06/1997 1 12  NDR; BP# 11435; age-90; d. Maryhouse Nursing 

Home, Pierre, Hughes Co., SD; b. Henrietta, Clay 

Co., TX; nurse, nursing education & 

administrator;  M 

Horwedel Blanche Elizabeth Longina 01/13/1916 09/29/1992 10/02/1992 3 4  NDR; BP# 10407; age-82; d. McKennan 

Hospital, Sioux Falls, Minnehaha Co., SD; b. 

Howard, Miner Co., SD; teacher; COD-heart 

failure;  M 

Krank Clemen-

tine 

 Clementine 05/27/1911 11/20/1987 11/23/1987 2 12  NDR; BP#  9369; age-76; d. Sioux Valley 

Hospital, Sioux Falls, Minnehaha Co., SD; b. 

Dickinson, Stark Co., ND; name Hortense for a 

time then returned to Clementine; domestic work, 

M 

Kuss Regina  Apollonia 08/15/1902 02/09/1995 02/13/1995 3 8  NDR; BP# 10930; age-92; d. MOG Priory; b. 

Strasburg, Emmons Co., ND; housekeeping; M 

Lantz Marie Elizabeth Janet 08/24/1933 04/10/1999 04/13/1999 3 9  DR# 19659; BP# 11787; age-65; d. MOG Priory; 

COD-cardiorespiratory arrest, kidney & liver 

failure, metastatic breast cancer, acute recent 

cardiovascular accident; b. Richardton, Stark Co., 

ND; teacher & school administrator; p. Jacob 

Lantz & Frances (Wetzstein);   M 

Lehner Helen M. Delphine 09/18/1900 02/27/1984 03/01/1984 2 9  DR# 15849; age-83; d. MOG Priory; COD-

bilateral bronchopneumonia, hypostasis, cerebral 

thrombosis; b. Zermatt, Switzerland; teacher & 

school administrator; p. Edward Lehner & 

Cecillia (Jaggy);  M 

Marx Helen Suzanne Seraphica 05/31/1907 03/21/2003 03/26/2003 3 19  DR# 20675; BP# 12594; age-95; named Helen 

Suzanne, then Seraphica, (later returned to Helen 

Suzanne); d. MOG Priory, Watertown, SD; COD-

carcinomatosis, stomach cancer, congestive heart 

failure, arteriosclerotic heart disease; religious 

sister, historian, teacher, wrote history of 

Watertown from City Council Minutes for 100
th

 

anniversary, wrote a history of Bishop O’Gorman 

of Sioux Falls, Minnehaha Co., SD;  b. 

Kranzburg, SD; p. Anton Marx & Elizabeth 
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(Schloesser);   M 

Mellenbach Clara  Conrad 09/07/1899 08/16/1965 06/17/1968 1 5  NDR; BP# 5301; age-65; d. Fort Yates, ND; 

COD-myocardial infarction due to hypertension, 

cardiovascular disease; b. Hoven, Potter Co., SD; 

classroom and music teacher;   M 

Mosbrucker Elizabeth  Catherine 01/1914 11/27/1995 12/07/1995 2 15  NDR; BP# 11095; age-81; d. Gettysburg 

Memorial Hospital, Gettysburg, Potter Co., SD; 

b. Glen Ullin, Morton Co., ND; nurse & nursing 

instructor; COD-stroke; M 

Nemec Angela  Edna 01/29/1935 01/02/2000 01/06/2000 3 17  NDR; BP# 11926; age-64; d. Sioux Valley 

Hospital, Sioux Falls, Minnehaha Co., SD; COD-

heart failure; b. Midland, Haakon Co., SD; 

nursing education, director of school of nursing in 

Pierre, Hughes Co., SD, degree in psychology of 

aging & first administrator of Benet Place, 

Watertown, Codington Co., SD; (came from a 

family of 9 girls & 7 boys);   M 

Osika Rose  Agnes  11/22/2005 11/29/2005 2 7 2 BP# 13726; age-82; d. Brookings, Brookings Co., 

SD; cremation;  M 

Pfeiffer  Odilia  Leocadia 01/11/1894 04/23/1970 04/25/1970 1 8  NDR; BP# 5700; age-76; d. St. Mary’s Hospital,  

Pierre, Hughes Co., SD; COD-cerebral 

hemorrhage; b. Baden, Russia; domestic work;  

M 

Rice Mary  Agnes 

Marie  

07/07/1919 09/24/1997 09/27/1997 1 13  DR# 19138; BP# 11464; age-78; d. Jenkins 

Living Center, Watertown, SD; COD-metastatic 

carcinoid tumor from small bowel with metastasis 

to liver; licensed practical nurse; b. Berg, ND; p. 

George Rice & Florence (Porter);  M 

Riesterer Anna Vinzentia Frieda 04/21/1893 02/06/1994 02/11/1994 3 7  DR# 18251; BP# 10927; age-100; d. MOG 

Priory, Watertown, SD.; COD-cardiac failure, 

arteriosclerotic heart disease; b. Grunern, Baden, 

Germany; seamstress, sacristan; p. Florian 

Riesterer & Frances (Steinbruner);  M 

Roethler Bridget  Nicola 12/14/1896 05/30/1974 06/01/1974 2 2  DR# 13383; age-77; d. MOG Priory; COD-

probable acute ventricular fibrillation, myocardial 

ischemia; b. Glen Ullin, Morton Co., ND; music 

teacher; p. Fred Roethler & Anna (Lantz); M 



Cemetery_Mother of God Monastery, Codington County, South Dakota 
Last Name First  Middle  Religious 

Name 

Birth Date Death Date Burial Date  Sect. Gr  Comments 

 

Page 8 

Rohner Ida Ann Mark 02/13/1901 01/01/2000 01/05/2000 3 18  NDR; BP# 11938; age-98; d. Maryhouse, Pierre, 

Hughes Co., SD: b. Oberegg, Switzerland; 

domestic work;  M 

Sand Catherine  Joan 10/24/1912 01/11/2001 01/16/2001 3 14  DR# 20092; BP# 12152; age-88; d. MOG Priory; 

COD-cardiac arrhythmia, coronary artery disease;  

b. Balta, Pierce Co., ND; teacher & administrator; 

p. Paul A. Sand & Clara (Vetch);   M  

Schall Marion  Alcuin 01/05/1917 04/02/1977 04/05/1977 2 5  DR# 14142; BP# 7173;age-60; d. St. Ann 

Hospital, Watertown, SD; COD-bilateral 

bronchopneumonia, metastatic colon cancer;  b. 

Balta, Pierce Co., ND; teacher & medical 

technologist; p. Michael Schall & Eva (Schaan);  

M 

Scherzinger Marie Seraphina Frowina 08/21/1884 09/30/1970 10/03/1970 2 1  DR# 12441; age-86; d. MOG Priory; COD-

congestive heart failure, arteriosclerotic heart 

disease; b. Kaltbrun, St. Gall, Switzerland; nurse;  

p. Joseph Scherzinger & Paulina (Zweifel); M 

Schmidt Pauline  Macaria 11/19/1912 04/07/2006 04/12/2006    NDR; P.O.; age-93; d. St. Mary’s Hospital,  

Pierre, SD; b. sod house in Fayette, ND; p. 

Ludwig C. & Catherine (Jaeger) Schmidt; 

founding member of Mother of God Monastery, 

nurse anesthetist, OB, OR supervisor; M 

Schmitz Marie Therese Baptista 07/25/1903 08/18/1992 08/20/1992 3 3  NDR; BP# 10388; age-89; d. McKennan 

Hospital, Sioux Falls, Minnehaha Co., SD; b. 

Killian, MN; teacher & hospital business office; 

COD-heart failure;  M 

Schumacher Theresa Marie Theresa 04/29/1929 10/12/1998 10/16/1998 1 14  NDR; BP# 11693; age-69; d. Maryhouse Sub-

acute Center, Pierre, Hughes Co., SD; b. Ipswich, 

Edmunds Co., SD; domestic work & pastoral care 

as chaplain at a hospital; COD-liver cancer;   M 

Simon Mary Ann Miriam 04/21/1913 05/26/1988 05/30/1988 2 13  DR# 16847;  BP# 9538; age-75; d. MOG Priory; 

COD-acute myocardial infarction, arteriosclerotic  

heart disease, heart failure; teacher, administrator, 

foreign missionary & founded a high school in El 

Estor, Guatemala, named after her; b. Hoven, 

Potter Co., SD; p. Louie Simon & Anna (Nehl); 

M 
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Splonskowski Loretta  David 12/27/1921 08/04/2003 08/09/2003 3 21  NDR; BP# 12670; age-81; d. Maryhouse Nursing 

Center, Pierre, Hughes Co., SD; COD-

Alzheimer’s disease; teacher & librarian; b. 

Braddock, Emmons Co., ND;  M 

Splonskowski Vera  Angelica 02/22/1920 03/15/1990 03/20/1990 3 1  DR# 17269; BP# 9843; age-70; d. Prairie Lakes 

Hospital, Watertown, SD; COD-staphylococcal 

epidermatis sepsis, chronic myelogenous 

leukemia; teacher, school and nursing home 

administrator, music teacher, archivist; b. 

Braddock, Emmons Co.,  ND;  p. Frank 

Splonskowski & Elizabeth (Kappenman);  M 

Steger Maria Barbara Gonzaga 02/27/1899 12/18/1995 12/20/1995 2 16  NDR; BP# 11134; age-96; d. Maryhouse Sub-

acute Center, Pierre, Hughes Co., SD; b. St. Gall, 

Switzerland; p. John & Pauline (Weibel) Steger; 

founding member of the Mother of God 

Monastery Priory; nurse, anesthetist, and other 

health care positions;   M 

Steiner Anna  Perpetua 03/27/1890 08/10/1978 08/12/1978 2 6  DR# 14479; age-88; d. MOG Priory; COD-

myocardial failure, advanced arteriosclerotic 

heart disease; b. Richardton, Stark Co., ND; 

domestic work, cook; p. Bernard Steiner & 

Catherine (Weiler);   M 

Steiner Catherine  Anselmina 03/10/1893 07/18/1969 07/21/1969 1 6  NDR; BP# 5558; age-76; d. St. Mary’s Hospital, 

Pierre, Hughes Co., SD; COD-generalized 

metastatic carcinoma; b. Mott, Hettinger Co., 

ND; housekeeper & seamstress;   M 

Steiner  Maria  Anna Philippa 04/12/1897 01/05/1993 01/08/1993 2 7  NDR; BP# 10456; age-95; d. Pierre, Hughes Co., 

SD; b. Richardton, Stark Co., ND; cook & 

seamstress; M 

Stroeble Teresa  Ancilla 10/15/1903 02/03/2001 02/07/2001 3 13  NDR; BP# 12171; age-97; d. Maryhouse, Pierre, 

Hughes CO., SD; b. Laubach, Germany; hospital 

housekeeper & diet kitchen; COD-heart failure;  

M 

Sweeney Agnes Mary Sheila 12/30/1927 08/11/2005 08/16/2005 5 24  BP# 11759; age-77; d. Watertown, SD; COD-

injuries resulting from two vehicle accident @ 

intersection of  south Hwy 81 &28
th

 Ave. SE 

(Harmony Hill Road), Watertown, SD; b. Presho, 

Lyman Co., SD; p. Patrick & Matilda (Jacoby) 
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Sweeney; founding member of Mother of God 

Monastery, Pierre, now Watertown, SD; 

elementary school teacher/medical records 

manager/transcriptionist;  M 

Tavis Laura Ida Teresine 09/18/1899 12/27/1995 12/30/1995 2 17  NDR; BP# 11117; age-95; d. Maryhouse, Pierre, 

Hughes Co., SD; COD-musician & high school  

teacher; b. Glen Ullin, Morton Co., ND;  M 

Weissenburger Angelina  Alexia 05/26/1894 06/22/1962 06/17/1968 1 2  NDR; BP# 5297; age-68; d. Pierre, Hughes Co., 

SD; COD-general carcinomatosis, carcinoma (L) 

colon; b. Selz, Russia; nurse & pharmacist;  M 

Widmann Verena  Eulalia 10/12/1900 03/14/1993 03/17/1993 3 6  DR# 18000; BP# 10500; age-92; d. MOG Priory; 

COD-bilateral bronchopneumonia, Parkinsonism; 

b. Wurttemburg, W.Germany; domestic work; p. 

Joseph Widmann & Walburga (Gohring);  M 

Zahner Rosa  Adelgund 11/16/1888 09/27/1969 09/30/1969 1 7  DR# 12165; age-80; d. MOG Priory; COD-

cancer of pancreas; b. St. Gall, Switzerland; 

parochial school teacher & librarian; p. August 

Zahner & Marie (Fah);  M 

Zurmuehle Josephine  Raphael 09/12/1900 02/10/1999 ? 1 16  NDR; b. Kuessnacht, Switzerland; teacher & 

administrator of nursing home; COD-Parkinson’s 

disease;  M 
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