
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS
CITY COUNCIL, CITY OF
WATERTOWN, SOUTH DAKOTA December 19, 2016

The City Council met in regular session at 7:00 PM in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 23 2nd Street NE. Mayor Steve Thorson
presiding. Present upon roll call: Aldermen Rieffenberger, Roby, Buhler, Vilhauer, Solum, Danforth, Thorson, Albertsen, 
Tupper and Alderwoman Mantey.  

Motion by Buhler, seconded by Tupper, to approve the following items on the consent agenda: minutes of the Council 
Meeting held on December 5, 2016; authorization for the Wastewater Department to advertise for bids for a ¾ ton pickup; 
authorization for the Solid Waste Department to advertise for bids for 95 gallon containers; approval of business licenses to
Stronghold as a Gas Fitting Contractor ($250) and Raymond Jacobs as a Gas Fitter ($50); authorization for Mayor to sign an 
annual maintenance agreement with First District for GIS Planning and Zoning Services for $20,070; authorization for Mayor
to sign an annual maintenance agreement with First District to host the GIS website for $4,500;  authorization for Mayor to 
sign an annual maintenance agreement with First District for E-911 mapping for $21,000 and authorization for the Parks, 
Recreation and Forestry Department to apply for a grant from the Tony Hawks Foundation to fund a bowl feature for the 
new skate park. Motion carried.

Mayor Thorson added the acceptance of Airport Runway Reconstruction bid to the agenda. Motion by Vilhauer, seconded 
by Mantey, to approve the agenda as amended. Motion carried.

Airport Manager Todd Syhre presented the tabulation of bids received for the Runway 12/30 Reconstruction Project. Bids 
were opened at 10:00 AM on June 29, 2016 and the low bid was accepted as part of the September 5, 2016 grant award; 
however, the minutes didn’t reflect the approval of the bids.  The bids are as follows: Reede Construction, Inc. base bid of 
$8,010,116.55, Alternate #1 $893,191.00 and Alternate #2 $150,000.00 for a total base bid and alternate #2 $8,149,116.55; 
Knife River Midwest LLC. base bid of $8,054,470.61, Alternate #1 $883,983.23 and Alternate #2 $151,860.35 for a total base
bid and alternate #2 $8,194,402.23; Duininck, Inc. base bid of $9,109,862.04, Alternate #1 $804,432.01 and Alternate #2 
$137,000.00 for a total base bid and alternate #2 $9,243,862.04. Motion by Thorson, seconded by Mantey, to approve the 
bid of Reede Construction, Inc in the amount of $8,149,116.55. Motion carried.

This being the time scheduled for the public hearing on the renewal of a (on sale) liquor license for Lunkers, Inc., d/b/a 
Lunkers, 100 N. Lake Drive, Smith’s OL less SE 130’ being pt of Lot 2, 15-117-53; the Mayor called for public comment. 
Hearing no comment from the public, motion by Danforth, seconded by Roby, to approve the license as presented. Motion 
carried.

This being the time scheduled for a public hearing on the lease agreement with Worthington Industries for the cold storage 
building at the Airport, Mayor Thorson called for public comment.  Hearing no comment from the public, motion by Tupper,
seconded by Buhler, to approve the lease agreement with Worthington Industries. Motion carried.

Ordinance No. 16-25 supplemental appropriations for 2016 was placed on its second reading and the title was read. Motion
by Mantey, seconded by Albertsen, to approve Ordinance No. 16-25 as presented. Motion carried.

Motion by Solum, seconded by Vilhauer, to approve the appropriation of grant funds for 2016 and line item transfers. 
Motion carried.



Ordinance No. 16-26 amending Section 1.0418 of the Revised Ordinances of the City of Watertown regarding flying clubs 
was placed on its second reading and the title was read.  Motion by Buhler, seconded by Roby, to approve Ordinance No. 
16-26 as presented. Motion carried. 

Ordinance No. 16-28 amending Section 14.0209 regarding prohibited injury to public trees to clarify its inapplicability to 
nuisance tree trimming requirements was placed on its first reading and the title was read. No action taken.

Ordinance No. 16-29 amending Section 14.0704 regarding inspection of Dutch Elm disease infections was placed on its first 
reading and the title was read. No action taken.

Motion by Mantey, seconded by Solum, authorizing the Engineering Department apply for two bridge improvement grants 
for the 3rd Ave NW bridge and 20th Ave South bridge (Resolution No. 16-42). Motion carried.

Motion by Albertsen, seconded by Tupper, to renew the Airport Liability Insurance Policy for 2017 and authorization to pay 
the premium. Motion carried.

Motion by Mantey, seconded by Vilhauer, authorizing the Mayor to sign a Memorandum of Understanding between the 
City of Watertown and the Local Union 2488 of the American Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees. 
Motion carried.

Motion by Roby, seconded by Mantey, authorizing the Mayor to sign a Joint Powers Agreement with the SD Department of 
Game, Fish and Parks for the McLaughlin Pond fishing pier project. Motion carried.

Motion by Albertsen, seconded by Solum, authorizing the Mayor to sign a Construction Manager agreement with Gray 
Construction for the Ice Arena project. Motion carried.

Motion by Rieffenberger, seconded by Tupper, to approve Amendment No. 2 to the Construction Financing Facilitation 
Agreement with Watertown Development Company to facilitate Improvements on a portion of 8th Ave. SE increasing the 
donation $50,000. Motion carried.

Motion by Mantey, seconded by Roby, authorizing the Mayor to sign Contract Amendment No. 1 to the Contract with HR 
Green for engineering services for the Digester Rehabilitation Project increasing the contract $15,000. Motion carried.

Motion by Albertsen, seconded by Mantey, authorizing the Mayor to sign Contract Amendment No. 2 to the contract with 
HR Green for the construction administration and observation services for the Digester Rehabilitation Project increasing the
contract $108,000. Motion carried.

Motion by Tupper, seconded by Roby, authorizing the Mayor to sign a professional services agreement with HR Green for 
the Wastewater Laboratory Replacement/Rehabilitation Project in the amount of $25,250. Motion carried.

Motion by Danforth, seconded by Mantey, authorizing the Mayor to sign a professional services agreement with HR Green 
for the Biosolids Dewatering Improvement Project in the amount of $88,900. Motion carried.

Motion by Vilhauer, seconded by Mantey, to approve Change Order No. 1 to the contract with Jeff Argo Excavating for the 
Big Sioux River Weir Breach Repair Project increasing the contract amount $500. Motion carried.

Motion by Tupper, seconded Buhler, to adjourn until 7:00 PM on Tuesday, January 3, 2017. Motion carried.

The City of Watertown, South Dakota does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 
religion, age, or disability in employment or the provision of service.



Dated at Watertown, South Dakota, the 19th day of December, 2016.

ATTEST:

__________________________ __________________________
Rochelle Ebbers, CPA Steve Thorson
Finance Officer Mayor


